
5 Reasons to OPPOSE the 2019 Immunization Registry Bill (SB 354 and HB 213) 

Reason #1 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

 
This bill is being presented as an innocuous procedural change that conveniently makes the Certification of 
Immunization/Medical Exemption Form DH 680, electronically available to the Department of Education, by 
replacing the use of paper forms.i ii 
 
The REAL ISSUE is that the proposed changes will also make the documents available to the Department of 
Health, an agency that has NEVER had universal access to these documents.  

This change circumvents privacy protections already established by law, and will grant the Department of Health 
unprecedented access to private student health documents that are otherwise protected by the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act.iii  
 
The Staff Analysis failed to make clear: 

1. Currently, the Department of Health is not permitted to examine the private health records of healthy 
students or adults without their consent. The DOH is strictly limited by statute in this regard.iv 

2. To keep in step with statutory limitations, the Department of Health does NOT receive a copy of a 
student’s Certification of Immunizations Form/Medical Exemption Form DH 680, instead, the original 
document is filed with the child’s school and becomes part of the child’s permanent school record, 
where it is protected by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and cannot be shared 
with the DOH, except in strictly limited circumstances.v vi vii  

3. During a declared Communicable Disease Emergency:  
a. Schools (NOT the DOH) will identify those students who have not been immunized for the 

disease in which the outbreak has been declared.   
b. Only those students (identified for the specific disease outbreak) can be temporarily excluded 

from school and ONLY then can their school health immunization records be made accessible to 
the Department of Health. ALL other student immunization records remain PRIVATE!viii 

4. The Florida Constitution, Florida State Statutes, and Federal FERPA protections weave together a 
blanket of medical privacy protections for students that this bill will completely unravel. 

OPPOSE the 2019 Immunization Registry Bill today!!! 
 

i Senate Bill 354, Immunization Registry. (2019) Committee Substitute, Lines155-174, available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/354/BillText/c1/PDF. (last visited 4/15/2014) 
ii House Bill 213, Immunization Registry. (2019). Committee Substitute, Lines 171-190, available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/BillText/c1/PDF. (last visited 4/15/2019) 
iii FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT. 20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99.31  
ivFLA. STAT.§ 381.0031(7) 
v FLA. STAT. § 1003.22(4) 
vi FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT. 20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99.31  
viihttps://www.mbm-law.net/newsletter-articles/“ferpa-trumps-hipaa-in-immunization-disclosure”/1020/ 
viii FLA.STAT. § 1003.22(9).   

                                                           

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/354/BillText/c1/PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/BillText/c1/PDF
https://www.mbm-law.net/newsletter-articles/


5 Reasons to OPPOSE the 2019 Immunization Registry Bill (SB 354 and HB 213) 
 

Reason #2 

Mandatory Reporting is Not Necessary to Improve Immunization Rates 
Mandatory reporting of private health records to a government agency, without explicit consent from the 

patient or parent, is a gross governmental intrusion into a person’s private life.iii 

And in this case it is COMPLETELY UNNECESSARY. 

 

1. Currently, the Department of 
Health tracks the Immunization 
Status of school children through an 
annual report prepared by the 
Department of Education.iii  

2. The Annual Immunization 
Compliance Report protects the 
privacy of students by reporting 
immunization and exemption totals 
from each school to the DOH, 
without compromising a student’s 
medical privacy as guaranteed by 
the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act.iv v    

3. The current system for tracking immunizations in Florida is hugely successful as the DOH boasts that the 
immunization status of Florida School Children exceeds both State and National Goals!vi 

4. 96.2% of Florida 7th graders have received all immunizations required for both Kindergarten and 7th grade.vii    

5.  Tracking Immunizations through mandatory reporting gives the government MORE information than is 
necessary to follow the immunization status of school children, it is an intrusive and unwarranted foot-in-the-
door for seizing records and collecting private data.   

OPPOSE THE 2019 IMMUNIZATION REGISTRY BILL 

i Senate Bill 354, Immunization Registry. (2019) Committee Substitute (3-27-19), Lines 90-116, available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/354/BillText/c1/PDF. (last visited 4/15/2014) 
ii House Bill 213, Immunization Registry. (2019). Committee Substitute (3/28/19), Lines 105-144, available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/BillText/c1/PDF. (last visited 4/15/2019) 
iii FLA. STAT. § 1003.22(8) 
iv 20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99.31-FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT. 
v https://www.mbm-law.net/newsletter-articles/“ferpa-trumps-hipaa-in-immunization-disclosure”/1020/ 
vi Department of Health. Kindergarten and Seventh Grade Immunization Status Report 2017-18, available at 
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/immunization/resources/surveys/_documents/k-7-status2017-
18.pdf. (last visited April 14,2019) 
vii ibid 
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Reason #3  
Protect Medical Exemptions 

 

The only way to significantly improve student immunization rates, is by  
Eliminating or reducing exemptions.i 

 

In order to reduce medical 
exemptions, the Department of 
Health needs to know which 
doctors are granting them. If 
signed into law, this bill provides all 
the data necessary for the 
Department of Health to identify 
those doctors and begin targeted 
scrutinization of their medical 
judgements and reasoning for 
writing medical exemptions.ii iii 

The government has no business 
intercepting or interfering with the 
medical exemption process. 

Floridian’s are appalled by the attack on medical exemptions occurring in California.  Since 2016, California 
physicians have been under attack for writing medical exemptions.  This year California Senate Bill 276, aims 
to eliminate physicians from the medical exemption process and will require parents of medically fragile 
children to petition a government entity (Department of Health) for determination on whether their child 
will qualify for a medical exemption. iv  Freedom Loving Floridians see the writing on the wall. 

WE WILL NOT FOLLOW CALIFORNIA. WE WILL PROTECT FLORIDA DOCTORS. WE WILL PROTECT OUR 
MEDICALLY FRAGILE CHILDREN BY ELIMINATING GOVERNMENTAL INTRUSION AND SECURING THE PATIENT/ 
DOCTOR PRIVACY PRIVELEGES BY OPPOSING MANDATORY IMMUNIZATION REPORTING AND THE REGISTRY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL ENROLLMENT.  

i Department of Health. Kindergarten and Seventh Grade Immunization Status Report 2017-18, available at 
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/immunization/resources/surveys/_documents/k-7-status2017-18.pdf 
(last visited April 14,2019) 
ii Florida Senate Bill 354: Immunization Registry. (2019) Committee Substitute (3/27/19), available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/354/BillText/c1/PDF. (last visited 4/15/2014) 
iiiFlorida House Bill 213, Immunization Registry. (2019). Committee Substitute (3/28/19), available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/BillText/c1/PDF (last visited 4/15/2019)  
ivCalifornia Senate Bill 276: Immunizations: Medical Exemption. (2019-2020). Principal coauthor: Assembly Member 
Gonzalez; Coauthor: Senator Wiener; Coauthor: Assembly Member Aguiar-Curry; Introduced: Senator Richard Pan. 
Available at https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB276. (last visited 4/16/2019)  
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Reason #4 

STOP ADULT TRACKING AND PREVENT FUTURE 
MANDATESi ii 

 “The department shall ensure that all children in this state are immunized against vaccine-
preventable diseases.” iii  

1. The DOH has no statutory task to ensure the immunization of adults. 
2. Currently, there are NO adult vaccines required by statute.  Not even for college 

students, who can simply decline shots by signing a waiver, NO EXEMPTION REQUIRED.iv  
3. This bill will establish statutory authority for adult immunization tracking. 
4. For what purpose does the Department of Health need to track adult immunizations? 
5. This bill, if passed, will lay the groundwork for future adult vaccination mandates. 
6. Freedom Loving Floridians oppose adult vaccine tracking and the subsequent mandates 

that are sure to follow. 
7. We oppose this bill to preserve our rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 

without governmental interference into our medical choices.v 
8. Right now, children cannot go to school without immunizations, unless they have a 

medical or religious exemption.  Tomorrow, adults may not be allowed to drive, obtain a 
passport, or hold a job without government required vaccines or a government 
approved exemption. 
 

WE MUST MAINTAIN OUR PRIVACY AND OUR RIGHTS TO BE FREE 
FROM GOVERNMENTAL INTRUSION.vi 

DO NOT GIVE AN INCH. 

OPPOSE THE 2019 IMMUNIZATION REGISTRY BILL 
 

i House Bill 213, Immunization Registry. (2019). Committee Substitute (3/28/19), Lines 105-144, available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/BillText/c1/PDF.  (last visited 4/15/2019) 
ii Senate Bill 354, Immunization Registry. (2019) Committee Substitute (3/27/19), Lines 90-128, available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/354/BillText/c1/PDF. (last visited 4/15/2019) 
iii FLA. STAT. 381.003(1)(e).   
iv FL Stat. 1006.69 
v U.S. Declaration of Independence, Paragraph 2 (1776). 
vi Florida Constitution, Article I, Section 23-Right to Privacy 

                                                           

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/BillText/c1/PDF
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/354/BillText/c1/PDF


5 Reasons to OPPOSE the 2019 Immunization Registry Bill (SB 354 and HB 213) 

Reason #5 

STOP THE NEW DATABASE 
This bill authorizes the creation of a new centralized database, which has no defined purpose, and no 
limitations on its use or the data collected, while expanding the Department of Health’s specific 
rulemaking authority.i ii 

The Department of Health has not proven to be genuine in their rulemaking practices regarding the 
Florida SHOTS Immunization Registry.   

Important Background Information: 

1.  The Immunization Registry is a forced inclusion tracking system, which has collected medical data on 
Floridians, without their explicit consent since 2000.   

2.  Since 2000, the Florida Statute has preserved parents and guardians (who are aware of the forced 
inclusion registry) the right to: “REFUSE TO HAVE THE CHILD INCLUDED IN THE IMMUNIZATION 
REGISTRY”iii  

3.  However, for 18 years, the DOH has not allowed a parent to exclude a child’s data from the Florida 
SHOTS Immunization Registry. iv Instead, the DOH only restricted access to the child’s record. v 

4.  In November 2018, after citizen pushback and legislative questioning, the DOH reviewed that policy 
and determined that immunization records for those who had “opted-out” would be removed by March 
2019.vi  

5.  However, MacKenzie Fraser with Health Freedom Florida confirmed with the Florida Department of 
Health Director that only the “immunization records” are being removed from the registry while the full 
demographic profile is being retained.vii  

6.  We believe the DOH is retaining profile data in a separate database and this bill will legitimize 
another DOH practice not currently supported by statute. 

7. The DOH’s discretionary rulemaking practice in implementing the original opt-out policy directly 
violated the Administrative Procedure Act. viii  Combine that with their current admission that 
demographic profiles will be retained even after Opting-Out under the new policies, Floridians have 
valid reasons for opposing the creation of a new database and opposing the expansion of DOH’s  
Rulemaking Authority. ix 

7.  WE DO NOT CONSENT TO BEING TRACKED!  WE WANT OUR DATA COMPLETELY DELETED FROM ALL 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH RECORDS AND DATABASES WHEN WE OPT OUT. 

 

i Florida Senate Bill 354: Immunization Registry. (2019) Committee Substitute (3/27/19), Lines 129-146. available at 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/354/BillText/c1/PDF. (last visited 4/15/2014) 
ii Florida House Bill 213: Immunization Registry. (2019). Committee Substitute (3/28/19), Lines 145-162. available 
at https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/BillText/c1/PDF (last visited 4/15/2019) 
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iii FL stat. 381.003(2) 
iv Florida House Bill 213 (2019). Committee Substitute Bill Analysis, March 28, 2019, Page 3, Paragraph 3. Available 
at https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/Analyses/h0213e.HHS.PDF (last accessed 4-16-2019).  
v Rule 64D-3.046(6), F.A.C. See also Department of Health, Florida SHOTS Notification and Opt Out Form, Form DH-
1478, (Sept. 3, 2014), available at https://flshotsusers.com/sites/default/files/docs/DH%201478ENGLISH0914.pdf. 
(last visited February 16, 2019). 
vi Florida SHOTS Users. Florida SHOTS Notice to Parents and Guardians, available at 
http://flshotsusers.com/sites/default/files/OPT%20Out%20Florida%20SHOTS%20Letter%20and%20Form-
101318%20-%20CJ-final.pdf. (last visited 4-14-2019). 
vii The Florida Channel, Healthcare Appropriations Subcommittee, March 19, 2019, time stamp 50:47: available at 
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/VideoPlayer.aspx?eventID=2443575804_2019031258. (last viewed 4-14-2019) 
viii FL. Stat. 120.536(1) 
ix FL. Stat. 120.54(1)(a) 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/213/Analyses/h0213e.HHS.PDF
https://flshotsusers.com/sites/default/files/docs/DH%201478ENGLISH0914.pdf
http://flshotsusers.com/sites/default/files/OPT%20Out%20Florida%20SHOTS%20Letter%20and%20Form-101318%20-%20CJ-final.pdf
http://flshotsusers.com/sites/default/files/OPT%20Out%20Florida%20SHOTS%20Letter%20and%20Form-101318%20-%20CJ-final.pdf
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/VideoPlayer.aspx?eventID=2443575804_2019031258

